PERFECT VISION
Bill Brooks investigates this popular Holdsworth design

When
the
demand
exceeds the supply you can bet
your boots
that
in the
motorcaravan world the cash
(or credit) paying customers are
on to something good. Such is
the demand
for
Richard
Holdsworth's Volkswagen Vision
that he and his workforce are
going flat out to meet it.
I travelled to the Holdsworth
works at East Woodley, near
Reading, to test and evaluate this
astonishingly successful and
popular conversion. It was, I
must add, the only way I could
get hold of one!
The all-conquering VW has
dominated the motorcaravan
market for a very long time and is
rightly prized for its versatility,
economy and long life. It doubles
easily as a camper and a roomy
estate car, handles like a car,
parks easily, the engine over the
rear wheels provides splendid
traction on muddy campsites,
and the turning circle is just
30 feet, which makes turning
manoeuvres easy.
Sitting in the cab you are so
far forward, with no engine
bonnet, that visibility is extra
ordinary, but you do wonder
about your fate in a bump or
crash. No vehicle is totally safe,
of course, but VW's van body is
constructed around a strong
safety 'cage'. Particular attention
has been given to the cab area,
where massive steel tubes are
located beneath the floor, and
these collapse progressively in
the event of a front end crash.
Richard
Holdsworth
Conversions have earned the
respect and support of motorcaravanners over the years for
the quality of their conversions
and their careful attention to
their
customers'
practical
requirements. Their reputation
for innovation is enhanced by the
Vision, a beautifully designed
high top which challenges
comparison with the medium
coachbuilts. Small wonder it is in
demand!
An empty VW van is a
challenge to a designer for there
is a limit to what can be done in a
comparatively
small
space.
Holdsworth builds two different

layouts. One is conventional with
the main units, galley like, down
the offside of the vehicle and
with the bed over the engine
deck (the Villa 3 version). The
other is a complete rethink.
The Vision demonstrates just
what can be done given a
determination to use every inch
of space. It has a rear-end
kitchen which utilises the space
over the engine deck and creates
a small room which doubles,
when needed, as a roomy toilet
compartment and washroom.
The
sleeping
area
takes
advantage of the cab area, and
the beds — double or two single
— use the cab seats. Standing
room, from fore to aft, is more
than adequate in the VW's own
high top van which has its roof
strengthening
bows
re
positioned around the roof top.
This means they are no longer
the nuisance they were, a move
by the German firm's design
engineers which quite alters, the
possibilities for VW -interior
motorcaravan layout.
The most striking new feature of
the Vision is the L-shaped
dinette. Recline one cab seat,
swivel the other, and with the
table up you have a very roomy
sitting room or dining area.
When on the move, a few quite
simple movements change the
configuration to provide four
firm forward-facing seats.
The change to beds is just as
easy, mercifully so, may I
comment, because there is
nothing so frustrating as fiddling
with bits and pieces to construct
beds as you have to with some
conversions! In the Vision the
furniture is so constructed that
the rear seating slides out
without difficulty and produces
two single beds in a trice, and a
double, if that is preferred, in
another trice.
A feature which is not at all
obvious at first peek, but which'
proves its worth on any extended
run, is the fold-away room
divider, by which the kitchen can
be partitioned off completely
when it is wanted for use as a
toilet compartment or private
washroom. The room provided in
which to enjoy natural functions

and conduct ablutions is some
44in long and 22in wide, so you
are not cramped. The heart of
the kitchen is an enamel cooker
(two burners and grill), sink and
drainer unit, and there is room to
stand and use it comfortably. A
large
Electrolux
caravan
refrigerator is, as is usual these
days, powered by bottled gas or
mains supply and the vehicle
battery when on the move.
The Vision's electrics' control
is a Zig unit, with mains input
(safety earth protection), a split
charging system for the two
batteries which are standard, a
battery condition meter, and a
low warning light for the under
floor fresh water tank.
Lights are nicely placed and
more than sufficient.
The problem, when you set
out to utilise every inch of space,
is where to put the necessities of
motorcaravanning
life.
The
Vision solution to the problem of
gas bottle stowage is to put
them over the engine deck at the
back. That means short runs to
the appliances and ease of
handling — they can be changed
through the tail-gate which,
incidentally, also gives access to
luggage space. The portable
toilet slips under a seat and the
12-gallon fresh water tank is
sited underneath the vehicle
floor.
I was delighted to discover
that Holdsworth doesn't fit a
waste water tank under the
Vision. My own considerable
experience is that with a medium
to small size van waste water
tanks are a waste — just so, a
waste of time and effort! They
rarely hold more than six to eight
gallons, and are full and need
emptying in no time. Better by
far to carry a bucket or container.
But what about storage
space? -This is necessarily limited.
There are top cupboards (or roof
cabinets) above the rear window,
a roomy storage cupboard over
the refrigerator and under-seat
room but even so . . . . One very
good answer is to go for the
storage shelf which can be fitted
into the cab of the high top —
that is an optional extra well
worth the £54-33. Incidentally, a

solid roof bed — a six footer —
can be fitted there instead —
suitable for children and at an
extra cost of £114-71. But the
true answer, with a beautifully
designed motorcaravan like this,
is to take an annexe if you are
four up for more than a picnic or
a short week-end.
Alongside
the
attractive
interior design, quality is every
thing. Richard Holdsworth is a
true enthusiast in this respect
and it shows. The new dralon
fabrics for seats, plus the
matching curtains, look good,
and the latter are cut generously.
Carpets are a wool twist, with a
five-year guarantee, and the
furniture is timber, not chip
board. Steamed beech with
handcrafted edgings, capping,
and handles give a solid, madeto-last, quality air which is easy
on the eye and makes the
furniture a pleasure to use. Good
insulation, adequate ventilation,
plenty of light and, a nice touch,
a louvre window, complete the
interior package.
The Vision comes out at
£12 550-76, including car tax
and VAT, and that isn't cheap.
But it is designed and built to last
and will still be going strong
when cheaper competitors have
ended their shorter life-span. I
felt, as I used it, that it has been
designed by motorcaravanners
for
motorcaravanners,
not
dreamed up on a drawing board.
Extras, if required, include a
swivel cab driver's seat and table,
flyscreens,
and
blown-air
heatinq, this last item costing
£356-21.
The Vision I tested was fitted
with the 1.9-litre petrol engine
which gives 60 bhp and had a
four-speed gearbox. That would
do me, but you can opt for a
more powerful engine (78 bhp)
for another £276-51 or £508-36
if you want the five-speed
gearbox with it. The diesel
options include a 1.6 engine
(four-speed) at an extra £781-25
and a 1.6 (five-speed) for
£1013-09. A turbo-charged 1.6
diesel costs an extra £1324-62,
and is really good, but whether
it's worth the extra cost depends
on your pocket and preference.
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OK girls, let's give it the 'roll down the hill test'
The standard 1.9-litre petrol gave
me around 22 mpg and plenty of
power and speed. The diesel
option would certainly cut fuel
costs, especially for anyone
planning big mileages.
All in all, the Holdsworth

Vision is a winner, and I think the
main reason for the success of
this high top conversion is that
the design concentrates on the
important things which really
matter. It is truly innovative and
is likely to set a new pattern of

clever compromise. You cannot
have everything in a fairly small
van and attempts to reproduce
the features of a large motorhome inevitably fail. The Vision
doesn't try, and as a result, in
what it does, it succeeds

brilliantly. The result is a truly
versatile dual purpose motorcaravan which is as at home in
the High Street shopping as it is
on a remote camp site.

Photographs by John Page.
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In the rear window is a Bromley Motor Caravans sticker, and we are
indebted to them for the use of their Vision for our photographs.

VISION
24

www.vwT25camper.info - a useful website for owners and enthusiasts of VW T25 / T3 / Vanagon Campervans

A u gu st 1 9 8 6

W hich Motorcaravan

SPECIFICATION
r
H
N

40

Pi

V.

Base vehicle:
Engine: Petrol: 60 bhp water cooled Boxer engine OR 78 bhp
water cooled Boxer engine OR 50 bhp water cooled diesel OR
turbo-charged diesel.
Gearbox: Either four or five forward gears (all synchromesh) or
automatic transmission. 4-wheel drive to special order.
Chassis: Frame and floor panel assembly with longitudinal and
transverse girders, bumper bar deformation element in the
front section and energy absorbing front.
Suspension: Independent all round. Front double wishbones,
progressive coil springs with telescopic shock absorbers, anti
roll bar. Rear — semi-trailing arm rear axle, miniblock springs
with telescopic shock absorbers.
Steering: Rack and pinion.
Brakes: Dual circuit. Discs front and drum rear all power
assisted.
Performance: 60 bhp petrol engine 78 bhp petrol engine
4 speed
5 speed 4 speed
5 speed
Top speed: 73mph
73 mph 81 mph
81 mph
(Speeds subject to load and conditions)

Conversion:
Make: Richard Holdsworth Vision on Volkswagen.
Length: 15ft Oin (4.57m)
Width: 6ft 1in (1.84m)
Height: 8ft Oin (2.44m)
Main bed(s): Singles — 6ft 3in x 2ft Oin (max)
OR Double — 6ft 3in x 4ft 6in (max)
Optional roof bed: 6ft Oin x 3ft 10in
Optional cab bunk: 4ft 8in x 2ft 2in
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Swivel cab seat
Cooker
Sink
Storage
Wardrobe
Flexi-seat
Roof cabinets
Drainer
Large fridge
Toilet
Folding door

Volkswagen 'Vision' High Top Roof
Standard specification:
Toilet compartment; L-shaped dinette or 2 separate faceforwards seats, single or double beds; swivel cab passenger
seat; RM212 larger refrigerator with electronic ignition, gas/
12 volt/220 volt; mains in-put with safety protection; Zig unit
with split charging unit and second battery; louvre window;
under-floor water tank; water level gauge; enamel sink and
cooker; fully reclining cab seats.
Based on 1.9-litre petrol van with 60 bhp 4-speed gearbox
HighTop-

Price £12 550-76

Extra cost on 60 bhp 4-speed price for follow ing
specification:
Based on 78 bhp 4-speed gearbox van
276-51
Based on 78 bhp 5-speed gearbox van
508-36
Based on 1.6 diesel 50 bhp 4-speed van
781-25
Based on 1.6 diesel 50 bhp 5-speed van
1 013-09
Automatic transmission on 78 bhp 4-speed van
895-96
Turbo-charged 1.6-litre diesel engine
1 324-62
Vehicle specification: inc cloth cab seats and headrests,
lockable filler cap, 1.9-litre water cooled petrol engine, servoassisted brakes, heater and demister, two-speed windscreen
wipers, windscreen washers, spare wheel, tool kit and inertia
belts.

Vehicle loaned by Richard Holdsworth Conversions Ltd,
Headley Road East, Woodley, Reading, Berkshire.
Tel: Reading (0734) 693731 or 692900.

COME AND SEE THE NEW
HOLDSWORTH VISION AT:

W E ST CO UN TRY MOTOR HOM ES LTD.
TU RN PIKE ROAD, LOWER WEARE,
NR. AXBRIDG E, SO M ERSET, B526 2 JG
Tel: (0934) 7 3 2 5 0 3 -7 3 2 8 3 8
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